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THE BANEFUL ADVICE OF AGELAOS

Abstract

In the famed speech delivered during the negotiations in Naupaktos, Agelaos
among other things advises Philip V to turn his attention towards the West and the
struggle between Rome and Carthage. The similarities with the advice that Demetrios
of Pharos previously gave the king is a reason to doubt its authenticity. That the advice
is ascribed to an Aitolian should not be taken as an argument in favour of its authentic-
ity, but quite the contrary fits in with Polybios’ generally negative image of the Aitoli-
ans in this period. Although its authenticity can not be proved with certainty, at least
in historical context that may not be too important, for the future actions of Philip V
show that it had little impact on the decision for concluding the Peace of Naupaktos.
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After three years of fighting, the Social War between the Symmachy led
by Philip V and the Aitolian koinon ended with the peace of Naupaktos in au-
gust 217 BC.! Since both sides desired peace, the agreement was reached fast
and without serious difficulties, which is why Polybios does not give a detailed
description of the whole process. According to him, the only thing worth men-
tioning was the speech that Agelaos, one of the Aitolian leaders, delivered on
this occasion:

0c épn detv paAota pév undémote moAepetv touvg ‘EAANvag

AAANAOLS, AAAX peydANV xaowy éxewv Tolg Oeolg, el Aéyovteg €v

Kal Ta0T0 MAVTEG Kol CVUUTAEKOVTES TG Xelpag, kabBameQ ol

TOUC TOoTAPOLS dxfaivovteg, dVVALVTO TAS TV PagPfiowv

€pddovg AmotEpoEVOL oLOTWLELY OPAC AVTOVS KAl Tag To-

AgLS. 0V p1V GAA el TO MAQATAV TOUTO Ut} DLVATOV, KATA YE TO

OV MNEIOL OUHEPEOVELY Kal PUAATTEODAL TEOWOUEVOUS TO

Bdooc TV 0TEATOTEdWV Kal TO HéYEDOG TOD OUVEOTWTOG TOOG

Talg dVoeoL TMOAEOV dNAOV Y&Q elval mavTl T Kol HeTElwg

TeQL T kowa omovdalovtl kal vov, wg éav te Kagxndoviot

Powpaiwv éav te Pouatot Kagxndoviwv megryévovtal 1@ mo-

Aép@, OLOTL Kat' ovdéva TEOTIOV €lkdC €0TL TOUG KQATNOAVTAG

el Al TtaAwt@v kat LikeAlwtwv petvat duvaotelale, fEewy

0¢ Kkal duxteivey tag EMIBOAAG Kal dLVANES AVTWV TéQA TOD

! Walbank (1957), 629.
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déovtog. domeQ MEiov mavtag pEV euAaaocBat tov kadv,
Aot 0 DIALTTIoV. elvat d& PULAAKTV, £V APEUEVOS TOD Ka-
tapOeipev tovg ‘EAANvac kai moLelv VX ELQWTOVS TOIG ETBAA-
AOULEVOLS KT TOUVAVTIOV WG UTEQ diov owpatog BovAsvntat,
Kkat kaBoAov Tdvtwv. twv ¢ EAA&OOC pepwv wg olkelwv katl
TIEOONKOVTWV aUT( TIOUTAL TEOVOLAV* TOUTOV YXQ TOV TQOTIOV
Xowpévov toig mpaypaot toug pév ‘EAAnvacg evoug Omagxewy
avT@ Kat BePaiovg ovvaywvIoTag mEOS Tag EMBOAXS, ToLg d'
EEwBev NTTOoV €mIPovAevoety avTOL M) duvaoTelq, KATATETAN-
Yrévoug v twv EAANvVov meog adtov mioTwy. el O¢ moayud-
TV 0p€yETAL, TROS Tag duoels PAEmery avTov NElOL Kal Tolg €v
TtaAia ovveot@wol MOAEUOLG TTROTEXELY TOV VOUV, (var YeVOLe-
vog &pedpog Eupowv TelRadn) oLV KA TS TWV OAWV AvTL-
nomoacBat duvaotelag. eival D¢ TOV EVETTATA KALQOV OVUK AA-
AOTQLOV TG EATIDOG TG, Tag d¢ TEOg Tovg "EAANVag duago-
QAC KAl TOUG TIOAEUOUG €S TAG AVATIAVOELS aVTOV UTteQTifeo-
Bat magerdAet, kal pAALoTa 0TTOLOALELY TTEQL TOVTOL TOV HéQO-
vg, v' &xn v €&ovolav, Otav PovAnTal kal duxAveoBat katl
TMOAgpETV TIEOC AVTOVS WG Eav AMAl T MEOPALVOUEVA VOV
ATo TG €éoméQag VEQT TEoodEENTaL Tolc Kata TV ‘EAAGda T6-
TOLG ETUOTVAL KAl Alav &dywviav €@prn Hr) Tag AVoxXAS Kol Tovg
TOAEHIOUG Kal KaBOAoL TG adds, &g vov Ttallopev o aA-
ANAovg, EkKkoTvaL CLUBT) TAVTWY UV £TTL TOOOVTOV WOTE KAV
ev&aoOat toig Oeolg Dmagxewy MUV TV Eovoiav tavtny, Kal
mioAepelv Otav PovAwpeda kal diaAveoOat EoOg dAAAovg, katl
kaBOAov Kvplovg etval TV &v avTolg ApPLoPNTOVUEVWV.2

Although there is no agreement among the historians concerning the
authenticity of this speech,® I will not go into that question, especially since
some important aspects can now be taken as resolved.* Not only is the speech
abbreviated and condensed,® but the fact that it matches with the general sche-
me in which Polybios conveys the speeches,® unambiguously points to author-
ial interventions by the historiographer. Furthermore, some elements such as
the symploke-motif that is such a distinctive and important part of the Hi-
stories, are undoubtedly a product of Polybios himself;” which does not mean
however that the whole speech should be attributed to the Achaian historiogra-
pher. In this instance I will confine myself only to the question concerning the

2 Polyb., 5.104.

3 Pédech (1964), passim.; Merkholm (1967); Id. (1974); Walbank (1972), 69 n.11; Deininger
(1973).

4 Champion (1997); Id. (2000).

5 Pédech (1964), 264.

¢ Usher (2009), 493-4.

7 Nikolai (2018), 118.
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historicity of the advice that Philip should turn his attention to the West and
carefully follow the events in Italy.

1. Because of this speech, Agelaos is often seen as an example of an astute
politician who almost predicted the future®; which in turn is being used as one of
the main arguments in favor of the authenticity of the speech. Were it work of
Polybios, he never would have ascribed it to one of the hated Aitolians.” I am not
entirely convinced that Agelaos and his speech are deserving of the reputation
and praise they have. The speech contains a number of literary topoi and old po-
litical slogans and in fact does not contain as many novelties as it may seem on
first look - the call for Greek unity is as old as the Persian war and is a common
subject in the political speeches since the late 5th and 4th century;! the advice
that Philip should treat the Greeks with benevolence, and defend them as if they
were part of his realm sounds like a distant echo of Isokrates’ Letter to Philip; even
the famed metaphor for the “cloud of war” originates from the Iliad.!" As a mat-
ter of fact, the counsel regarding Greece is just as utopian as the one of Isokrates,
and Agelaos offers no practical advice as to how Philip could accomplish this. As
for the “cloud from the west”, as Deininger pointed out, there is nothing particu-
larly striking - anyone who paid any attention to what was going on must have
been concerned by the prospect of either Rome or Carthage mastering the whole
of the western Mediterranean.!? It seems that already Timaios of Tauromenion,
one of Polybios’ favorite “victims”, recognized the importance and danger for
the western Greeks that was coming from Rome.'* How justified this fear was is
another matter, and depends on how we interpret the Roman policy of the pe-
riod, but that is a question that does not concern us in this instance. If there is
anything prophetic in the speech, it is rather an example of a self-fulfilling
prophecy - if not for the advice of Demetrios and Agelaos who, according to Po-
lybios, persuaded Philip to turn to the West, it is debatable when and under
what circumstances the Romans would have intervened in the Balkans.

This is precisely what leads us to the heart of the matter, and the possi-
ble answer as to why an Aitolian. The key is not in the speech itself, but rather
in what follows: O pev o0v AyéAaog tolavta diadex0els mavTag pEV TaQwE-
UNoE ToUG OUHUAXOVS TROG TAS dlaAvoels, paAlota d¢ tov Pilimmov, olkei-
0L XONOAEVOS AGYOLS TEOG TIV OQUNV aUTOL TNV NON TQOKATEOKEVATHE-
VIV V7O TV ToL AnunTElov magavéoewv. It was these advices that, at least

8 e.g. Morkholm (1967), 253: ,,a great and prophetic political figure”.

o Tarn (1928), 768; Walbank (1972), 69 n.11; Deininger (1973), 107. Merkholm’s attempt
to answer this objection is not convincing (Merkholm (1967), 253).

10 Quite a few interesting comparisons can be drawn with the Lysias” Olympic oration
(especially 33.6 and 33.8).

119, Usher (2009), 494 n.8.

12 Deininger (1973), 105.

13 Walbank (2002), 172-177.

14 Polyb., 5.105.1.
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according to Polybios, pushed Philip in one reckless adventure that will cul-
minate with the destruction of Macedon, and essentially, even if not formally,
the end of the Greek independence. For anyone familiar with Polybios the
irony will not go unnoticed — even though it was an Aitolian who first pointed
out the danger from the West, only a few years later the same Aitolians will be
the first to form an alliance with Rome against Philip and the Symmachy,'> for
which they will be criticized by the other Greeks.!¢ Therefore, at least in this
particular context, I am not certain that the speech of Agelaos departs from Po-
lybios’ generally negative image of the Aitolian koinon in this period,'” which
in turn leaves room to raise the question concerning its authenticity.

2. The main cause for doubting its authenticity is the similarity with the
advice that Demetrios of Pharos previously gave to Philip. For, when he heard
about the Roman defeat at the Trasimene, Philip shared the news only with De-
metrios who tried to persuade him to end the war in Greece and turn towards
Illyria and Italy:

T pev ya kata v ‘EAAGda mavta kat vov 101 motelv avt@
TO TIQOOTATTOMEVOV €@ KAl HETA TADTA TIOW|OELY, AXALOV HEV
€0eAovTnV e0vooLVTOWY, AITWA®V & KATATIEMANYUEVWY €K
TV OVUPEPNKOTWVY AVTOIG KATA TOV EVEOTWTA TIOAEHOV" TIV D'
TraAlav €pn kal v €xel daPaoty aQXNV elvat g VTEQ TWV
OAwv €mPoAng, fjv ovdevi kabnkewv naAdov i 'ketve TOv d&
KOV eivat vov, éntaotwv Popalwy.1s

The similarities are obvious, while the differences are a matter of nuan-
ces rather than substance — according to Demetrios, though not conquered the
Greeks certainly are subdued and Philip should start right away with the con-
quest of the West; whilst according to Agelaos, Philip should take on the role of
a benevolent protector of all the Greeks and sagely wait for the right opportu-
nity to begin the conquest of the West.!? For those that deny the authenticity of
the speech, this is just another indication that Polybios is the author of both
speeches, especially since the conversation between Philip and Demetrios was
behind closed doors and Polybios could not have known what was said on that
occasion.2? On the other hand, two solutions have been offered in defence of its
authenticity — the similarities stem from the scheming of Demetrios who, in or-

15 Staatsv. 111.536.

16 Polyb., 9.37.5-6; 11.5.

17" A balanced and persuasive analysis of Polybios’ attitude towards the Aitolians in
Champion (2007), with a list of relevant modern works.

18 Polyb., 5.101.9-10.

19 contra Walbank (1984), 481, who thinks that Agelaos advises Philip not to start a war
with Rome, but simply to follow closely the events in Italy and be prepared to defend
himself. I can not accept this interpretation given the wording tva yevouevog €pedoog
Eupowv mepadn oLy Ko TS TV SAwv dvtimomjoacOat duvaotelag.

2 ¢.g. Hammond (1988), 387.
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der for the Aitolians to also persuade Philip in what he was already proposing,
before the peace talks perhaps informed them of the king’s future plans and in-
tentions;?' or that the Aitolians realized what his plans were after the news of the
outcome from the battle of Lake Trasimene became widely known, and after the
meeting of Philip and his philoi, and the gathering of the allied delegates, where
the king advocated for peace which was a volte-face from his previous policy.?

Naturally, it is impossible to completely refute such assumptions which
are rather based on impressions and hunches.?® As for the potential scheme of
Demetrios, Champion is certainly correct when he points out that such a move
would not be unusual of his character.?* Yet, it is questionable whether even he
would dare to make such a move that could be qualified as treason, especially
in light of the fate of the old associates of Antigonos Doson who perished in a
bloody purge the previous year.?> Furthermore, as Morkholm points out, con-
sidering the shared interests of Philip and Demetrios the suggestion seems un-
convincing.?* As for the conjecture that the Aitolians learned or at least sensed
the future plans of Philip after his meeting with the king’s friends and with the
allied delegates afterwards, as Merkholm rightly points out, just because the al-
lies and friends were informed about his desire for peace, does not mean that
he already disclosed his future plans. On the contrary for both political and di-
plomatic reasons it was important that they be kept a secret, for otherwise the
Aitolians might insist on better terms and in doing so could jeopardize or at
least delay the peace process.”

This whole game of assumptions is largely unproductive and futile. The
problem stems from the fact that the discussion is erroneously framed from the
very beginning — that Philip desired peace only after learning the about the
Roman defeat at Lake Trasimene. This assumption is based on Polybios” analy-
sis, 8 however aside from his personal interpretation he offers no further proof
of this. On the contrary, it should not be forgotten that both in 218 and 217 BC
Philip gave a positive reply to the offers from the neutral delegates to mediate
a peace agreement.? It is important in this context to stress that in 218 BC, al-
though a thirty day truce was agreed upon, the negotiations fell through after

2 Walbank (1972), 69 n.11; accepted by Champion (1997), 119.

22 Deininger (1973), 106.

2 As Walbank himself points out, his suggestion is a hypothesis for which there is no
evidence whatsoever (Walbank (1972), 69 n.11).

24 Champion (1997), 119.

% On “the conspiracy of Apelles” v. Errington (1967).

2 Merkholm (1974), 128 n.7. The suggestion of Champion that Demetrios hoped that in
this way the Aitolians will definitively persuade Philip to turn west, seems to me
strange and unconvincing.

27 Merkholm (1967), 250-1; 1d. (1974), 128-9.

2 Polyb., 5.100.11-101.

2 Sources and modern works in Ager (1997), no. 53.
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the Aitolians, not Philip, had a change of heart. It should also not be forgotten
that Philip never wanted the Social war that originated in the aggressive policy
of Aitolia and the policy of Aratos in Messenia.*® Even when the war was al-
ready in sight, Philip once again sent an offer for negotiations which the Aitoli-
ans declined.? Leaving aside these arguments, by 217 BC both sides were so ex-
hausted that there was no prospect of a decisive and complete victory, and there-
fore Philip had nothing to gain by pursuing the war any longer.®2 Even if there is
an insistence on some correlation between the news of the battle of Lake Tra-
simene and the Peace of Naupaktos, it should be limited to the potential plans of
Philip in Illyria;*® but even this is debatable. Philip did indeed prepare a fleet of
100 lemboi and in 216 BC moved against Apollonia, but this was a reaction to
Skerdilaidas’ inroads in Pelagonia and Dassaretis the previous year.3

Therefore, there is no need to look for the motives for the end of the war
in the events in Italy — both Philip and especially his allies had more than
enough reasons to reach a peace agreement. This largely trivializes the issue of
the authenticity of the advices by Demetrios and Agelaos, at least taken as a
historical problem. Whether authentic or, what seems more probable to me,
work of Polybios himself, they were not of decisive importance in reaching the
peace agreement in 217 BC. Things stand a bit differently in historiographical
context, especially concerning Polybios’ attitude towards Macedon, but that
question lies outside the scope of this paper. If the above analysis was correct,
it just proves once again Walbank’s conclusion who showed long ago that
when it comes to Macedonia and the policy of the kings, Polybios is often un-
able to properly assess their goals and motives.®
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